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Press Release

“Memory & Metamorphosis” Sabrina J’s Solo Exhibition
Press Meeting with the artist: April 13™ from 4:30 to 5:30 pm

Public Opening: April 14" 2023

Exhibition Duration: April 14"- May 28" 2023

Artist: Sabrina J

Curator: Liya Prilipko

Venue:

Art+ Shanghai Gallery

Yifeng Shopping Mall, 99 East Beijing Road, Unit L207, 2" Floor
Huangpu District,

200002 Shanghai, China

Tue-Sun, 10:30 am -6:30 pm (Monday Closed)

www.artplusshanghai.com

For press inquiries please contact:
Gia (WeChat: Giaaal23)

gia@artplusshanghai.com

contact@artplusshanghai.com

About the Exhibition

“Memory & Metamorphosis”: Sabrina J Solo Exhibition

The limitless artistic potential of plain paper has been showcased by artists for
millennia. The ancient Chinese were the first to use the technique now known as papier-
maché to shape paper into sculptures and press bark fibers into pliable sheets.
Craftsmen in Germany and Switzerland have long practiced the delicate art of
silhouettes, cutting paper into exquisite two-dimensional scenes. Japanese craftsmen
helped define origami and disseminate a culture of paper folding.
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Although the fibrous and malleable paper hasn't altered much over time, artists have
continued to be inspired by its form to try new techniques and experiments. Memory &
Metamorphosis, delves into Sabrina J's obsession with paper and showcases pieces
made through radical, frequently unforeseen metamorphoses. The results have been
cut, shaped, painted, sewn and even embroidered.

Paper is typically more associated with arts and crafts, but here you can see an entire
exhibition of paper-based artworks, that are treated as what they are, which is art.

The exhibition showcases the versatility of paper as an art medium and features pieces
that have been cut, shaped, painted, sewn, and even embroidered. It invites us to
consider the wide range of aesthetic and formal possibilities that working on paper
offers, and transports us into the warm and beautiful sensations that paper gives us.
The exhibition is a testament to the fact that paper can be an art form in its own right,
rather than simply a material to draw or write on.

Sabrina J’s original art practice is fueled by a wide range of interests and past creative
endeavors. After graduating from The Duperré School of Applied Arts and the Ecole
Boulle, she has embarked on a path of discovery, experimentation, and learning that led
her to where she is right now as an artist, designer, and creative. Drawing on the
knowledge, skills, and experiences she has gained while pursuing her career in
scenography, fashion, product, interior, and graphic design, her oeuvre of work
demonstrates a unique combination of practices spanning drawing, painting, collaging,
embroidering, sculpting, experimenting with a wide range of materials.

Mostly abstract, Sabrina’s artworks strike you with a strong material presence. Finding
inspiration in the liberating qualities of the handmade material, making her own paper,
and exploring its latent possibilities became one of the central practices of Sabrina’s art-
making in recent years. Her flirtatious exploration of the media began in 2011 when she
discovered bamboo paper-making in Vietham. As she lived and traveled around the
world, she made several attempts to connect with the medium of paper on a practical
and conceptual level. On her way to pursuing the intricacies of the craft in various
cultures, she came across and explored the Japanese techniques of washi paper
making. However, a formal immersion in the possibilities of the medium and a
commitment to paper-making occurred only in 2021.

To create her paper works, Sabrina laboriously follows the steps of paper-making craft
from handling the wood fibers, soaking, cooking, and separating them to preparing
paper pulp, making glue, and preparing the mixture that will eventually turn into paper
once molded and dried. For Sabrina, making her own paper is not merely an act of
manipulating raw material that she will eventually turn into a work of art, but each step
of the process is the act of experiencing art itself in the daily performance of such
balancing feats as controlling and letting go, intervening and taking a step back, doing
and being, becoming and unbecoming. The art she masters is in both controlling the
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medium while at the same time allowing for what is present and active in the material
substance itself and the environment surrounding it to determine the outcome. Using
the wood fibers to make her paper, as well as the artist’s intimate relationship to the
paper’s life cycle, directly influence the shapes, forms, and textures that emerge in her
paperwork.

Inspired not only by the properties of the material but by its history and literary tradition,
Sabrina incorporates ink in her work. Her works of paper in black and white palette

covered a wide range of grays from cold to warm tones, invoking the density and space
of light and dark, the changing states of deceptively calm surfaces to turbulent currents.

Sabrina manages to shift the viewer’s attention from the object itself to the concept, to
the process of recognition in the viewer of something in its arrival, passage, and
departure, to something that is beyond and out of sight. With her works, she shapes the
appreciation of the moment in passing that the Japanese call Mono no Aware (D % ).

Sabrina’s honoring of seasonality and interconnectedness of all things is observed
throughout her artistic practice. Her works are records of Memory and Metamorphosis.
For Sabrina, each moment of creation, as well as the moments in between the
whiteness of the paper and the brush loaded with ink, between the intact surface of the
paper and the needle that is ready to pierce it, between the moist pulp and consolidated
texture, contain both here and there, before and after, contains a pause full of limitless
creative potential. Possessing the power to evoke, rather than to state directly, her work
represents the state of infinite possibility.

About the Artist

Sabrina was born in Reunion Island but grew up in France. She studied Applied Arts in
Paris and has since lived in Paris, London, Ho Chi Minh City and now Shanghai for the
last 9 years. Throughout her career she’s been deeply involved in art, interior design,
product design and fashion as a Creative Director. As her roles have evolved, she has
worked with fine craftsmen and women across a range of different materials with a keen
interest in sourcing materials and artefacts steeped in cultures from around the world.
The one constant has been her fascination with weaving styles together, combining
different materials and textures, mixing cultural influences, whether this be through
design, fashion or art. Material associations, textures, and hybrid cultural references
have been part of her creative identity as both a designer and an artist. www

Sabrina J’'s wide range of interests, diverse talents, and expertise make it impossible to
categorize her art practice within a single framework. Sabrina finally lands in China
where she initiates a major transformation in her personal and professional life,
transitioning from a designer to an artist.
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Sabrina’s innate understanding of life’s cycle of birth and rebirth allows her art practice
to evolve intuitively. The end of each creative journey spawns the beginning of the new
one. Discovering and experimenting with various languages of artistic expression, the
artist often settles in the realm of interdisciplinary. Her oeuvre of work demonstrates a
unique combination of practices spanning drawing, painting, collaging, embroidering,
sculpting, experimenting with a wide range of materials, as well as discovering the
possibilities of machine-driven solutions for her work.
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